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the revenue was very little sunk, and the supplies for the
current year would be raised with perfect ease. But he
rather indulged the hope that the large concessions which
he was now prepared to make would render needless the
loyal exertions of the people, and avert any fresh appeal
to arms.

The Minister then proceeded to state that there were
two Bills which he had ready, and asked leave to bring
in. The first was entitled "For removing all Doubts and
" Apprehensions concerning Taxation by the Parliament
" of Great Britain in any of the Colonies." It repealed,
expressly and by name, the tea-duty in America; and as
to the future it declared, " That from and after the passing
1 of this Act, the King and Parliament of Great Britain
e will not impose any duty, tax, or assessment whatever
c in any of His Majesty's (American) Colonies, except
' only such duties as it may be expedient to impose for
' the regulation of commerce, the net produce of such
' duties to be always paid and applied to and for the
4 use of the Colony in which the same shall be levied."
Thus was the claim of Parliamentary taxation fully, at
last, renounced.

The second Bill was to enable His Majesty to appoint
Commissioners with sufficient powers to treat with the
insurgent Colonies. These Commissioners were to be
five in number, and their powers most extensive. They
were to raise no difficulties as to the rank or legal title of
the leaders on the other side, but were left at liberty to
treat, consult, and agree with any body or bodies politic,
or any person or persons whatsoever. They might pro-
claim a cessation of hostilities on the part of the King's
forces by sea or land, for any time, and under any con-
ditions or restrictions. They might grant pardons and
appoint Governors. They might suspend the operation
of any Act of Parliament relating to America, passed since
the 10th of February, 1763. The Americans, said Lord
North, had desired a repeal of all the Acts after that date;
but this could be taken only as a loose and general ex-
pression, since some of the Acts passed, as in 1769, were
for the granting of bounties or the relaxation of imposts,
and of such Acts the Americans could not be supposed to
desire the repeal. Some choice and selection would,
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